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Montrose included in opportunity zones
•Tax reform provides capital gains incentives
•Local entities encouraged
•Feds certify 126 Colorado locations
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG
KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

A construction worker uses heavy equipment to dig on Jan.
9 at the Colorado Outdoors Project site in Montrose. Mayfly
Outdoors President David Dragoo recently said the more he
learned about the opportunity zones, the more compelling he
found them. (Sydney Warner/Montrose Daily Press file photo)

International Trade worked with local entities to identify which census tracts to nominate as opportunity
zones.
“We got what we asked for,” Head said a few hours
after the Governor’s Office announced success for all
126 nominated tracts in the state. “We asked for three.
We prioritized our three zones, thinking that at minimum, the governor would approve one. We got all three.
That was really exciting because there are few parts of

Hitting the books
Enjoying National Bookmobile Day, Libby and Ben Omvig explore different adventures and stories the Montrose Library
Bookmobile had to offer on April 11. (Sydney Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

See more BOOKMOBILE page A3

Olathe looks to a better future
•Meeting held April 10
•Organizations discuss improvements for
Olathe
•Around 50 people
were in attendance
BY ANDREW KISER
ANDREWK@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

Long-time Olathe resident Lynette Rowland recalled how different the
community was growing
up.
Olathe was once a cozy,
comfortable little community where children could
go out and have a variety of
options for fun throughout
the area, she said.
“There were many things
to do for kids,” Rowland
said. “... It was just more
friendly and you knew

more people.”
But the town has lost
some of those features, she
said. That is why she joined
the group Making Olathe
Better, or M.O.B.
“I saw it as a great opportunity to make a difference
in my community,” said
Rowland, who has been
in M.O.B. for the past two
years.
The group, along with a
few other organizations,
shared its vision with community leaders and residents for a finer community during the Olathe
Community Meeting on
April 10 at the Olathe
Community Center. In addition, the Town of Olathe,
RPI Consulting and Region
10 also spoke about their
future plans to improve the

area’s economy.
“We are hoping to generate some excitement in the
community about the process,” Region 10 Executive
Director Michelle Haynes
said. “We hope when they
do contact these businesses they will be interested
and excited about getting
involved.”
Rowland said she wants
to see her community busy
as well as a place where
residents can sit outside
and enjoy a cup of coffee
in the fresh air. After conducting its own research,
M.O.B. learned the town
has two main concerns
which relate to the economy and population makeup, she noted.
See OLATHE page A3
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Motorists warned of
distractions, construction
•CSP decries ‘killer habit’
•Extra caution
urged in construction zones
•Report distracted
driving
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG
KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

Driving demands
undivided attention,
public safety agencies
remind motorists.
“We ask people to
be cautious. When you
get in the car and drive,
it’s a full-time job,” said
Montrose Police Chief
Tom Chinn, whose officers are keeping an eye
on construction zones
now active as part of

@montrosepress

the Moving Montrose
Forward street improvement projects.
“Even though you may
have your mind somewhere else, you really
need to focus on what
you’re doing at the time,”
he said.
Distracted driving accounted for five of seven fatal crashes this year
in the Colorado State
Patrol’s Southwest region, the agency reports.
On average, distracted
driving causes 40 crashes
per day in the state and
annually, killed 3,477 nationwide in 2015.
Even two seconds of
not paying attention can
have deadly consequences, the CSP said — a car

traveling at 65 miles per
hour covers a distance
of 95.3 feet per second;
responding to a text
message takes about five
seconds.
Yet, nearly half of drivers admit to using cellphones while driving.
“This is risky and irresponsible behavior,” Trooper Jeffrey
Chmielewsiki, a CSP
public information officer, said in a news release
from the agency that labeled distracted driving
“a killer habit.”
Other distractions
include snacking and
tending to pets; animals
should not be in a place
See CSP page A3
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When David Dragoo first heard of federally incentivized opportunity zones, he was somewhat dubious —
but now, he and other Montrose leaders are celebrating.
Three broad areas, or census tracts, in the county, are
among the 126 tracts in Colorado that on April 11 won
U.S. Department of Treasury certification as Colorado
Opportunity Zones. The zones, in essence, allow investors to reinvest taxable income on capital gains into an
opportunity fund.
“I think it’s so new, people are going to be (like) ‘This
is not real.’ I can understand why. It sounds too good to
be true,” said Dragoo, president of Mayfly Outdoors.
Mayfly is building the Colorado Outdoors Project,
a mixed-business and residential area along the
Uncompahgre River, which lies within the urban renewal authority area under the city, county and several other
partners.
Dragoo said the more he learned about the opportunity zones, the more compelling he found them. On
April 11, he joined Montrose Economic Development
Corporation Executive Director Sandy Head and other leaders in celebrating the decision to designate wide
swaths of Montrose County as Colorado Opportunity
Zones.
The zones encompass parts of the West End, the areas
where Colorado Outdoors, Montrose Regional Airport,
the Montrose County Event Center and Montrose
Forest Products are located, as well as the town of
Olathe.
“That’s fantastic,” Montrose Mayor Pro Tem Roy
Anderson said. “It was really a joint effort between several groups. Those things tend to pay off.”
The city worked with MEDC, Region 10 and
Montrose County on the endeavor.
“We are very excited to have yet another opportunity for community supporters to invest in the Montrose
community and we are hopeful that this new program
will benefit us for years to come,” City Manager Bill Bell
said.
The opportunity zones program was established under
the federal tax reform legislation of 2017. It allows for
temporary deferral of capital gains in the gross income
for capital gains that are reinvested into opportunity
funds, according to the state of Colorado.
The legislation also established a step-up in basis for
capital gains reinvested into an opportunity fund. This
basis increases by 10 percent if the investment is held for
at least five years, and by an additional 5 percent if held
for at least seven years, according to a fact sheet prepared by Economic Innovation Group, which supported
the federal legislation.
In certain situations, an investment held for at least
10 years may be eligible for a permanent exclusion from
taxable capital gains income.
The Colorado Office of Economic Development and

the county that won’t be able to (take advantage of the
designation).”
Montrose County assisted the local-level nomination
process, as did the Telluride Foundation, with respect to
the West End.
“It’s definitely — to use a cliché — another tool in the
toolbox that may entice some additional investment in
those designated tracts,” Montrose County Government
Affairs Director Jon Waschbusch said. “The West End
was another tract. This will be good for them. Anything
we can do over there is always good.”
“Essentially, it allows deferral of capital gains under
certain circumstances for investors in those areas. With
the marking having been what it’s been, there’s a lot of
unrealized capital gains out there and folks may be looking for some relief. … This is good news.”
Region 10 Executive Director Michelle Haynes said
the six-county economic league worked with the state to
identify the best-qualified zones.
“We were allowed to pick at least one zone for each of
the counties and then worked to get additional zones
qualified,” Haynes said, explaining need and investment
opportunities were considered.
Ranking was based on known and current activities,
as well as places cities and counties within Region 10 believed were priorities.
See OPPORTUNITY page A3
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(Above) Reshelving some of the books during the morning shift, Librarian Tina Meiners keeps the bookmobile in
order and prepped for the many kids and families who participated in Bookmobile Day on April 11. (Left) Opening up
the doors to the Bookmobile on April 11, the Montrose Regional Library provided free snacks and activities in honor
of National Bookmobile Day. (Sydney Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

Bookmobile hits the road
In honor of National Bookmobile Day, the Montrose
Regional Library opened up the doors to its 32foot mobile library on April 11 at the main branch.
Community members who wanted to participate were
welcomed with free snacks and enthusiastic librarians
ready to help kids explore all the different worlds found
within the books. According to the Head of Youth

OLATHE
FROM PAGE A1

“We believe if Olathe was a better economic community that it would help a lot of people in Olathe,”
Rowland said during her presentation to the crowd
of about 50. “We also believe if we had better social
connections with one another then these language
barriers that exist could somehow be bridged.”
Through a grant Haynes received at Region 10,
RPI Consulting Owner Gabe Preston and his organization were brought in to help improve Olathe’s
strengths.
He stressed to the audience the complete change of
the town will take time, but small progressions can
be made.
“We can make progress in the next year,” Preston
said after the presentation. “We do try to set priorities. When we start to identify strategies, we want to
identify things that we can get done in the year.
“But a lot of times those are steps on the way to
larger goals. Some of the things that we come up with
could take longer.”
He isn’t a stranger in helping local towns create
a new identity. Preston recalled RPI’s second client
ever was Ridgway during the turn of the century.

CSP
FROM PAGE A1

where they can interfere with the
driver.
Distracted driving behaviors are
being seen throughout the 5C Troop
area, Captain Laurie Hadley said.
The CSP is asking people who see
distracted driving behaviors, such as
cellphone use, personal grooming
and even reading by other drivers, to
find a safe place to pull over and dial
*CSP (*277) to report it.
Drivers should be prepared for the
trip before turning the key: have the
radio and mirrors set, driving directions entered, and pets in the rear of
the vehicle.

OPPORTUNITY
FROM PAGE A1

Region 10 worked with local governments, as well as investment
partners and MEDC to identify the
best candidates for opportunity zone
designation.
“We do feel like there is a significant opportunity for investment
in those census tracts that were approved,” said Haynes.
In Montrose County, the approved
tracts include economic drivers such
as the airport and sawmill, she said.
“There are a lot of things we feel
are important ongoing opportunities that are going to be included.
We hope to see that spur additional
investment.”
Head said she expects the designation will prompt further growth
at areas such as the airport and
MEDC’s Aerospace Research
Business Park.
“The airport obviously is a huge
economic driver. We should see
some investment out in that space,”
Head said. “The West End, obviously, is in need — it has both the need,
qualifies as one of the census tracts

Services and Outreach Jeri Gilham, the bookmobile has
been around for about 11 years taking books to children and adults in parks, elementary schools, senior
homes and other locations, among other things.
“My goals (for the bookmobile) would be just to have
a program that is so welcoming and effective all the
time that are are inclusive of all communities, all ages
and demographics and to try and get those unreachable places and have some sort of connection to them,”
Gilham said.
He said the area didn’t have “a whole lot going on
there.” But almost 20 years later, the community has
become a well-known artistic location, he added.
“In the year 2000, Ridgway was a sleepy, little bedroom community,” Preston said. “... I remember
thinking, ‘This place has a lot of potential, but it still
has gravel streets, everything closes at 6 p.m.’ It was
just a really sleepy place.”
As of now, Region 10 is currently working on an
economic study to assess what needs to be worked
on to better Olathe, Haynes said, adding some issues
have already been recognized.
“They identified they wanted to have more activities for their kids,” Haynes said, adding better roads
and parks were also pinpointed. “But the underlying
piece of all of that is economic development … If we
don’t have economic development there’s not the potential to develop these other kinds of things that our
community needs.”
Although these different parts won’t happen overnight, Rowland said she hopes residents learned
from the meeting residents wants Olathe to be on the
upswing.
“I want people to feel hopeful,” Rowland said. “Even
though they can’t see things changing, that they see
underneath all of this there is this movement and
there is momentum in making the town better. There

Apps such as AT&T DriveMode,
Life Saver, True Motion Family, or
Safe Ride can be used to remove cellphone distractions.
“It’s amazing the number of things
that can happen when you become
distracted,” Chinn said.
Close attention is required in town,
as well as on the highway.
“Main Street has a lot of crosswalks. People need to be aware of pedestrians and people riding bicycles.
And bicycle riders need to be very
cautious too,” he said.
Cyclists, like motorists, must obey
traffic signals; they also should dismount their bikes and push them
across crosswalks.
“If you’re a driver, you need to be
very defensive all the time. You need

to be ready to take action for any expected event that may occur,” Chinn
said.
The City of Montrose has ramped
up a number of street improvement
projects and waterline replacements,
resulting in construction work along
major thoroughfares such as Hillcrest
Drive.
“We ask people to slow down and
really observe traffic and give the
construction workers a break. Be observant for bicycle riders, anyone else
who may be in that zone. I think it
would help a lot,” Chinn said.
Katharhynn Heidelberg is an
award-winning journalist and the senior writer for the Montrose Daily
Press. Follow her on Twitter
@kathMDP.

and is one of the places we want to
see the growth.
Haynes said she also wants to see
the West End grow through the program. Overall, she sees opportunity.
“We hope we see some development, including housing, which we
are in desperate need of,” she said,
explaining the program might encourage the development of lower-cost housing that investors might
not otherwise find to be an affordable venture.
“It gives incentives for investments,” said Dragoo, who furnished
letters of support during the nomination process.
The state conducted due diligence
and made final submissions to the
Treasury Department.
“It’s huge for our project. It just incentivizes the cash outlay for folks
looking to purchase land, or bring
business here, on top of the great
ones we already have with the city or
county,” Dragoo said.
The capital gains incentives can be
invested in a host of ways, among
them, equipment, land and buildings, he added.
State officials hope the incentive

will drive more private investment into distressed communities
through business and real estate.
“Colorado’s Opportunity Zones
can help create momentum in communities that need a little boost in
their economic recovery efforts,”
Gov. John Hickenlooper said, in a
provided statement. “We owe it to
these areas of the state to take advantage of every potential incentive. Hopefully, we will see significant dividends in the future.”
Reducing capital gains tax should
incentivize investors, Head said.
“We see this as a beneficial tool
to help us raise money for projects
we either have in the works right
now or encourage some new projects,” she said.
“It will be interesting to see how
the mechanics actually work, but
it has some appeal and hopefully,
it will help us as we move forward
trying to seek outside investments
and see some of our projects grow.”
Katharhynn Heidelberg is an
award-winning journalist and
the senior writer for the Montrose
Daily Press. Follow her on Twitter
@kathMDP.

The bookmobile has a busy upcoming summer schedule and will visit a few places including the Montrose
Community Recreation Center, as well as Buckley and
Riverbottom parks.
“I think one of the most magical things for me, is realizing that when we pull up alongside an elementary
school those kids give-up their recess to come and read
a book. So that just says it all for me,” Gilham said.
Sydney Warner is the Montrose Daily Press' multimedia journalist.

RPI Consulting Owner Gabe Preston speaks to the audience
on April 10 during an Olathe community meeting. RPI is
preparing to improve the town’s economy. (Andrew Kiser/
Montrose Daily Press)

are lots of people and parts working together to make
it better.”
Andrew Kiser is the Montrose Daily Press’ sports/business writer. Follow him on Twitter @andrew_kpress.

US 550 SAFETY AND OPERATIONS STUDY
Colorado Department of Transportation
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from the Ouray County line to Otter Rd
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4:00 - 7:00 PM

Montrose City Council
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