Montrose County offices will be
closed Monday, May 28th in
observance of Memorial Day.
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Going up
Construction of Mayfly Outdoors facility begins
•Steel delivery began May 24
•Project a community effort
•Murphy: City elements progressing
smoothly
BY MONICA GARCIA
MONICAG@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

Sitting across from
Patrick Hayes at the Mayfly
Outdoors office, his passion
for the Colorado Outdoors
Project is almost contagious.
“It’s a great project,” said
Hayes, who is the director
of development for the endeavor. “I started my first
firm before I was eligible
to be a registered architect,
and I’m just super passionate about what I do. I like
to joke and say I write with
a crayon. I’ve done several business parks like this
and you become vested in

it because you’re designing
and defining how people
are going to live and work
and play.
“(It’s) such a big responsibility to try and do it right
and I’ve always believed in
doing things the right way.”
The enthusiasm for the
Colorado Outdoors Project
hit new levels May 24, when
steel started arriving on the
site for the Mayfly headquarters. Although there
have been a few delays,
which is almost to be expected in such a major project, Mayfly President David
Dragoo said the building is
on track to be completed by
the end of the year.
The Colorado Outdoors
Project is a 164-acre
business park along the
Uncompahgre River
Corridor north of town. The
project aims to attract outdoor-centric industries to
Montrose. The area will also

Using the Dynalift to pick up the steel, Francisco Mendez, driver,
and Mariano Gomez from Iron Works Structural & Architectural
help lay the steel out at the new Mayfly site off Rio Grande Avenue
on May 24. (Sydney Warner/Montrose Daily Press)

include river restoration and
high-end commercial, residential and industrial development. Mayfly, the parent company of Ross Reels
and Abel Reels, will anchor
the project with its 41,000
square foot manufacturing
facility.
Several shipments of steel
will arrive through midJune, Dragoo said. The
building erection, broken
down in several segments,
will take several weeks to
complete. He added the
building should be up
around mid-July with engineered CMU blocks being installed as portions are
completed.
The construction is part
of the project’s Phase 1,
which includes 40 acres of
development and about 1
mile of major infrastructure
and roads. The roads being
put in during this phase will
run from the hotel site, toward the north end of the
development, to the roundabout located near North
Ninth Street.
When creating a plan for
the Mayfly building, Dragoo
said the idea was to have a
design that will age well using material such as glass,
stone and natural colors to
create a cohesive welcoming vibe with the surrounding area. Dragoo said every
aspect of the building was
considered.
“It creates an environment

that has a little higher quality look, where everything you see says, ‘Hey
we thought about this,’ and
was designed under certain standards. The standards are not expensive, but
they’re purposeful in what
we’re trying to accomplish,”
Dragoo said.
Although strict, the project’s design guidelines,
which Hayes refers to as
“precisely ambiguous,” allow
for some interpretation so
there is a common design
and quality to every building, but not everything will
be exactly the same. For example, Mayfly is investing in
its building so it’s necessary
that its neighbors follow
suit, he said.
“We want something
that’s going to be timeless, versus something that
might date itself by color, or
materials or some trendy
design kind of thing,” Hayes
said. “So we really tried to
create our own vernacular
of building type … of natural materials that kind of
naturally evolve. … As it
weathers, and matures, that’s
part of the design of it.”
The look wasn’t the only
particular design considered. The efficiency of the
building was created down
to the foundation itself.
Dragoo explained that
the building is built on
approximately 76 driven
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pilings which are essentially 10-inch
diameter steel nails that go in the
ground to the bedrock. The building
sits on an 8-inch thick foundation
above the pilings, which is about
double a normal foundation. This
is done so the high-tech machines
being used for manufacturing can
be moved around the building and
the vibrations of the machines are
reduced.
Items including the type of glass
used will make the building more
energy efficient than traditional
glass. It all works together, Hayes
said, adding everything needs to be
at the same level of quality.
Because this is a community project, some materials needed for the
construction were altered from material that wasn’t available in the
area to material that is, Hayes said,
adding it was important to designers
to use local and regional materials,
suppliers and tradesmen.
The building is extremely energy efficient, Dragoo said. Mayfly is trying
to exceed all energy codes. The lights
used will all be LED and it will be geothermal ready.
“As an outside designer and consultant (who) was brought in. I’ve spent
a lot of time thinking about it,” Hayes
said. “So I’ve decided to become part of

the community, which is actually easy
enough because I really like it here.
“… (I) actually kind of fell in love
with the town and the area and so this
will be a part of my life forever. But
that’s important to me. If I’m getting
paid money I want to keep it in the
community. The money that’s generated here I think needs to be reinvested
in the community.”
Involving the community in the
Colorado Outdoors Project is about
getting people outside, Dragoo said.
The trail system by the building is
part of the “Connecting the People to
their Parks and Recreation” project. Funding for this project will
support the construction of a total of 2.25 miles of new trails, with
underpasses, on both ends of town
to safely connect more of the public with parks and recreational
opportunities.
“Since we’re close to a river, it creates opportunity to combine businesses and the community with the
natural amenities we have,” Dragoo
said. “The trail will connect to
Riverbottom Park, and there's some
really nice spots to get out on the
river and enjoy. Whether you’re a fly
fisherman or not, it’s a nice component of our community that doesn’t
get used as much as it could.”
Behind the Mayfly building, what
was once a gravel pit will become a
new pond which is more welcoming. The glass walls of the building

will open up for access to the pond.
The feature emphasizes the constant
interaction with the outdoors, Hayes
said, adding this is a true integration
of inside and outside.
“Not everything is traditional construction on this one,” Dragoo said.
“We want to create a compelling environment that people want to be in.
In order to do that, to you have to
make the design a place that attracts
… and when you, add it all up you
go, ‘Well, that’s pretty awesome.’
Then you combine that with modern utilities like fiber optic, and you
have a great location for both people
and industry."
The trail will also run along parts
of the pond. Dragoo added the
trail is wide and accessible allowing enough room for various types
of users — bike riders, pedestrians
etc.— to simultaneously use it.
It’s important for the community
to have an area that looks great and
it can be proud of, he said.
Hayes said the 164 acres was designed down to the inch in every
direction, adding designers aren’t
creating buildings, they are creating
an environment. Due to the zoning of the park, there’s flexibility for
growth in the area but still maintain
the vision.
“Every detail counts,” he said.
Monica Garcia is the Montrose
Daily Press’ news editor. Follow her
on Twitter @MonicaGarciaMDP.
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Although the Mayfly
Outdoors building is slightly behind schedule, things
are moving smoothly on
the city side of the Colorado
Outdoors Project.
The endeavor’s Director of
Development Patrick Hayes
praised the partnerships
among all enities involved.
Mayor Roy Anderson
said though there were
some hiccups, the project is
progressing well. He added those passing by the site
will soon be able to see road
construction and Mayfly
headquarters start to take
shape.
“I’m encouraged by the
whole project in general,” Anderson said. “... The
city is doing infrastructure
work and that is ahead of
schedule and should be all
complete this fall. They’re
more than half done, and
as I understand it, the water
lines, storm drains, sanitary
sewer, that sort of stuff is already complete (and) off-site
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waterline and gas line extensions are almost finished.”
Scott Murphy, the city engineer, echoed Anderson
saying a lot of the major construction for the city utilities
— water, sanitary, sewer and
storm sewer — infrastructure is in. The off-site waterline improvements that feed
into the development are
about 75 percent complete,
and the off-site natural gas
main line that feeds into the
site is also about 75 percent
complete, Murphy added.
The focus for the next
couple of weeks will be on
bringing in the base material
to start building the roadways, and the following several weeks the concrete curb
and gutter will be put in, he
said.
With a construction completion date at the end of
October, Murphy said things
are right on schedule. With
progress going smoothly,
he praised the design team
which includes Del-Mont

Consultants Inc. and others
involved in creating the design package. He indicated their work is one reason
why there have not been any
major construction issues
thus far.
“It’s generally been fun,”
Murphy said. “It’s a very exciting project for the community, we have phonminal help: Ridgway Valley
Enterprises, local contractor,
Haynes Excavation (Inc.)
was doing a lot of the deeper
utility work — another local contractor. They’ve been
doing fantastic. The designer and their support at Del
Mont Consultants has been
doing great. It’s just a really
great team and it makes the
projects a lot of fun plus the
excitement of it. Just generally very happy to be a part
of it.”
Through the Urban
Renewal Authority, the design and construction money is kept local, he said, adding that there is great talent

in town.
Anderson emphasised
that this is a great project
for the whole community. He said city staff and
city council continue to
be excited about this project, adding this will be a
big economic boost for
Montrose.
“This is going to be
huge, I believe, for the
overall economic strength
of the community and I
believe it will lead to more
growth of a nature that
we really value — outdoor kinds of companies
that are small and clean
and will create some good
jobs,” Anderson said.
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Let’s talk utilities, infrastructure
Montrose County
offices will be closed
Monday, May 30th
in observance of
Memorial Day.
Normal Hours will
resume on Tuesday.
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