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Shelter Distilling, a 
distillery, brewery and 
kitchen currently locat-
ed in Mammoth Lakes, 
California, announced 
plans on Wednesday to 
build a two-story, 23,000 
square-foot facility within 
the Colorado Outdoors 
campus.

Shelter Distilling 
co-founders Jason Senior, 
Matt Hammer and Karl 
Anderson told the Mon-
trose Daily Press that the 
company’s headquarters 
are moving to Montrose.

� e new building, 
which will be located 
south of the Mayfl y Out-
doors building between 
the Ninth Street round-
about and the start of the 
pond at Mayfl y along the 
Connect Trail, will com-
plement Shelter’s current 
3,600 square-foot facility 
in Mammoth where oper-
ations will continue.

� e current estimated 
cost for the project, in-
cluding equipment, is be-
tween $9 and $10 million, 
Mayfl y Outdoors Founder 
David Dragoo said.

Senior, Hammer and 
Anderson said that a 
current loose estimate 
to break ground on the 
project is the second or 
third quarter of 2022. An 

offi  cial opening would 
follow a one-year timeline 
following the ground-
breaking.

� e trio estimated that 
they will hire 40 full-time 
employees within fi ve 
years — 25 to 30 of that 
total are estimated to be 
hired before the facility 
opens, in which three to 
four will be employees 
that relocate from Mam-
moth and around seven 
will be part-time posi-
tions.

� ey also plan to add 15 

to 20 part-time employees 
in fi ve years.

� e two-fl oor plan 
includes a downstairs 
restaurant, main bar and 
distilling area. A secondary 
bar will be on the second 
fl oor in addition to an out-
door patio with a view of 
the Uncompahgre River. 

“We want to be able to 
create two separate spaces 
that also feel unifi ed,” 
Anderson said in an 
interview.

CA distillery relocating 
headquarters to Montrose
Founders expecting to add 40 full-time jobs within 5 years

Shelter Distilling’s founders are planning on using locally-sourced grains for producing distilled 
spirits. The company expects to increase production capacity from one barrel per week at its 
California facility to up to 15–25 barrels per week in Montrose. (Courtesy photo/Shelter Distilling)

The two-story facility in the Colorado Outdoors complex will 
feature a restaurant and full bar on the bottom fl oor as well as 
a rooftop patio with a river view, Shelter Distilling’s founders 
said. (Courtesy photo/Shelter Distilling)

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG

KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

� e trial in a federal mail 
fraud case arising from a 
purported body-sale scheme is 
now set to begin on July 25.

Megan Hess, owner of the 
now-closed Sunset Mesa 
Funeral Directors and Donor 
Services Inc., is charged with 
six counts of aiding and abet-
ting mail fraud, in relation 
to more than 30 deceased 
individuals whose families 

entrusted her mortuary with 
their final arrangements. She 
is also charged with three 
counts of hazardous mate-
rials violations for allegedly 
shipping the heads of three 
decedents who were positive 
for hepatitis-C, without the 
appropriate paperwork.

Hess’ mother, Shirley Koch, 
also is charged with those 
off enses.

Both women pleaded not 
guilty and deny all allega-
tions, including the federal 

government’s underlying 
contention that they engaged 
in a long-running scheme to 
acquire human bodies and 
body parts for sale, without 
proper consent from next of 
kin.

The trial has been repeat-
edly continued since they 
were indicted in March 2020; 
most recently, a Dec. 30, 2021 
decision granted Koch’s mo-
tion for a delay, based on the 
newness of her current legal 
counsel. Hess’ trial also was 

postponed in that U.S. Dis-
trict Court order. If the latest 
trial date holds, more than 
two years will have elapsed 
since the indictment.

For now, the trial is set in 
Grand Junction, although it 
could be moved to Denver.

The case began with the 
FBI serving warrants at Sun-
set Mesa in February of 2018, 
an action that followed both 
suspicions raised since 2014 
by counties in the region 
and other funeral homes, as 

well as a Reuters series about 
“body brokering” in the Unit-
ed States. The series featured 
a story about conduct Mon-
trose-area residents alleged 
against Sunset Mesa.

In the a� ermath, Sunset 
Mesa and the associated Donor 
Services — which was de-
scribed as obtaining non-trans-
plant human tissue (bodies 
and body parts) for research 
markets — closed.

New trial date set in Sunset Mesa ‘body-scheme’ case
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The water situation 
is looking up for the 
Gunnison River Basin, 
thanks to a “Christ-
mas gift” of significant 
snowfall.

It’s just that the ba-
sin’s “great December” 
cannot turn around the 
low moisture content of 
deep soils and did not 
put Blue Mesa Reservoir 
over the finish line for 
the hoped-for eleva-
tion at year’s end. As 
for spring runoff, early 
indicators are good, but 
it is too soon to say how 
robust that will be.

Streamflow at the end 
of the last water year 
fell below normal, even 
reaching record lows, 
said Ashley Nielson, 
senior hydrologist with 
the Colorado Basin Riv-
er Forecast Center.

The Gunnison Basin 
is dealing with two 
consecutive years of 
below-normal spring 
runoff, although 
streamflow conditions 
have improved from last 
year, she said Thursday, 
during the monthly As-
pinall Unit update meet-
ing. (The Aspinall Unit 
refers the Blue Mesa, 
Morrow Point and 

Crystal dams, which are 
managed by the Bureau 
of Reclamation, plus 
several reservoirs in the 
Gunnison Basin.)

There was more pre-
cipitation in October, 
which coincided with 
irrigation water shut-
offs for the year and 
although November was 
both drier and warmer 
than average, things 
have improved slightly 
since, due to those De-
cember storms.

A critical factor in 
conditions has to do 
with soil moisture 
— not surface-level, 
but deeper, Nielson 
explained. That deep-
soil moisture drives 
longterm streamflow 
conditions and there is 
a deficit. For the ma-
jority of the Gunnison 
Basin, those moisture 
conditions have to 
improve.

“� e important point 
here is, even though 
things have improved … 
you can still see it will be 
in the below-normal cat-
egory,” Nielson said. “� e 
good news is that we’ve 
seen some improvement, 
but we are still dealing 
with soil defi cit going 
into runoff .”

The degree to which 
the moisture deficit 

in the soil will af-
fect runoff is hard to 
quantify this early in 
the season, Nielson also 
said. Spring weather, 
the speed at which the 
snowpack melts and the 
end-of-season snowpack 
accumulation also factor 
into runoff.

The Bureau of Recla-
mation’s spring runoff 
forecast at present 
predicts early-season 
runoff for major rivers 
in the Gunnison Basin 
within the 80 — 100% 
of average range. The 
northern part of the ba-
sin is faring better than 
the southern part.

In the North Fork, up 
to 110% of average is 
predicted, but because 
the winter round of 
storms basically gave 
the Uncompahgre Ba-
sin/Ridgway Reservoir 
area a miss, the forecast 
is just above 85% of 
average runoff.

For Blue Mesa Reser-
voir, the biggest stor-
age pot in the region, 
650,000 acre feet of run-
off is predicted between 
April and July: “pretty 
much dead center” of 
the average-dry catego-
ry and historical data, 
Knight said.

Optimism — but 
no certainty — for 

spring runoff
December boost was a ‘gi� ,’ but can’t make 

up soil moisture defi cits

Blue Mesa Reservoir on Jan. 2, 2022. Late December storms dumped snow in the Gunnison 
Basin, but could not overcome two years of depleted deep-soil moisture content. The spring 
runoff predictions are cautiously optimistic, although many variables are at play. (Montrose 
Daily Press/fi le photo)
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